
CONNECT THE THOUGHTS

The Gospel of Matthew ends with Jesus telling His disciples [you and me] to "Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. Matthew 28:19-20

The Commands of Jesus
We have all no doubt read books about the promises of Jesus or the blessings of Jesus, but as 
a review of Matthew, let's look at the commands of Jesus.

Repent Matthew 4:17
•Turning your thinking and behavior around to agree with the things God is saying.

Follow Me Matthew 4:19
•Remembering that you are not practicing a sterile system of principles, but following a living 
dynamic person who makes Himself real to you through His indwelling Holy Spirit.

Rejoice
Matthew 5:11-12
•Understanding that righteousness is sometimes celebrated and at other times ridiculed. You 
are free to interpret some opposition as an indication that you are challenging the right things 
and will therefore be respectful but happy about the rejection of your message.

Let Your Light Shine Matthew 5:16
•You will let your good works speak more loudly than your good words as I demonstrate the 
superiority of Christ’s life by illuminating the darkness with acts that help others in unexpected 
ways.

Honor Gods Law Matthew 5:17-18
•Understanding that Christ did not come to destroy the law but to fulfill it by making it possible 
for you to live the law of love through the power of His Spirit.

Be Reconciled Matthew 5:23-24
•Learn to walk in harmony with others, discerning their needs and building bridges.
•Valuing people more than things

Do Not Commit Adultery Matthew 5:29
•Learn to protect your marriage and your children
•Mastering the appetites of the physical senses and building the spiritual senses to discern right 
from wrong.
 
Keep Your Word Matthew 5:37
•Learning to make commitments you keep and recognizing how personal integrity feeds our 
confidence and influence.
•Understanding the power of words and expectations

Go the Extra Mile Matthew 5:38-42



•Giving beyond what is required to change the context of the relationship. Roman law required 
any Jew to carry a Roman backpack for one mile in any direction. By offering to go beyond a 
mile, the follower of Jesus made the Romans curious and created a door for sharing your 
beliefs.

Love Your Enemies Matthew 5:44-46
•Destroying your enemies, by making them your friends. Whatever you give energy too 
expands. By feeding hate you get more hate. By loving enemies we feed another powerful spirit, 
and it in turn, feeds us with peace of mind.

Be Perfect Matthew 5:48
•Learning to compare yourself to the standard that Is highest rather than excusing yourself by 
comparisons to others

Practice Your Spirituality in Secret Matthew 6:3-4, 17-18
•Learning to live your highest values in secret and not for the applause of men. Understand that 
private victories of self mastery lead to public victories.

Lay up Treasures Matthew 6:19-21
Learning to distinguish that which is temporal from that which lives on in eternity. Investing in 
that which has ultimate value gives you access to resources that no one can steal or take from 
you.

Seek First the Kingdom Matthew 6:33
•Discerning that the highest priority in your life is to do the will of Him that sent you and to 
complete your current kingdom assignment.
•Being confident that your pursuit of heavenly priorities will be rewarded by heavenly provision.

Judge Not Matthew 7:1-3
•Learning to see clearly without the distortion of anger or self interest. 
•Learning to discern hidden causes behind surface activity and understanding the universal law 
of cause and effect in harvests that follow our attitude

Do Not Cast Pearls Matthew 7:6
•Learning to rightly discern the time and place to share that which you value most.

Ask, Seek, Knock Matthew 7:7-8
•Realizing that the Universe you live in rewards perseverance and if you persist you shall be 
rewarded.

Do unto Others Matthew 7:12
•Understanding how to practice genuine sensitivity to the needs of others. 
•Realizing your common humanity and asking yourself how you would want to be treated in a 
situation, and treating others accordingly.

Choose the Narrow Way Matthew 7:13-14
•Recognizing that the easy way does not yield the same reward as deliberately choosing the 
harder but superior way.



Beware of False Prophets Matthew 7:15-16
•Learning to test the ideas that influence us through the persuasion of others.

Be Wise as Serpents Matthew 10:16
•Learn to wisely read and adapt to an environment so that you can achieve the honorable 
outcome you seek.

Honor Your Parents Matthew 15:4
•Learn to recognize and appreciate the sacrifice and investment of those who helped you grow.

Beware of Leaven Matthew 16:6
•Learn to discern the subtle influence of insincerity and hypocrisy in living your core values.

Deny Yourself Luke 9:23-25
•Learning to say “no” when the call of a greater “yes” is on your life. 
•Learning that self control is the master aptitude.

Fear Not Matthew 11:15
•Discerning the power of perfect love to cast out all fear.
•Welcoming the only fear that actually produces blessing- the fear of God- who observes your 
paths and is rewarding or disciplining you according to your behavior in His sight.

Having ears to Hear Gods Voice Matthew 11:15
•Being attentive to the projects and priorities God shows you so that you can give them your 
undivided attention. Understanding that Gods words will feed your spirit that your words will 
have the power to release His will in the earth. Therefore, fill your heart with His Words and 
speak that which is in agreement with Him, believing that what you say will come to pass.

Despise Not Little Ones Matthew 18:10
•Learning to balance priorities so that you invest and care for the weaker and more vulnerable 
status of children.

Go to Offenders Matthew 18:15
•Learning to take the initiative to heal relationships that have been damaged in your life.

Beware Of Covetousness Luke 12:15
•Realizing that your happiness can never be defined by what you own, rather, life’s truest riches 
are free for anyone who values people more than things and others before themselves. True 
contentment is built on the bedrock of what is eternal.

Go to Offenders Matthew 18:21-22
•Taking the initiative to release yourself and others from captivity to their destructive behavior.

Honor Marriage Matthew 19:4-6
•Realizing that there is no clearer test of your real character than the way you treat the ones 
who are closest to you. Your devotion to God is revealed in the quality of your commitment to 
your spouse. Faithfulness to another enables you to appreciate Gods unchanging devotion 
toward you as one of His own covenant people.



Be a Servant Matthew 20:26-28
•Understanding that true greatness is not wrapped up in title or position but rather your capacity 
to set aside a selfish agenda in order to take up an agenda of service.
•Discerning the difference between false and genuine leadership by embracing a role of service 
over significance.
•Real leadership starts with leading yourself, and committing your energies to do for others what 
they cannot do for themselves.

Render to Caesar Matthew 22:19-21
•Learning that honoring authority is a principle of Gods design and in doing so you honor Him.
•Expressing that gratefulness to God and others for the ways they have benefited you is 
superior to murmuring.
•Knowing that God requires honesty in paying what is required to secular authorities.

Love the Lord with All Your Heart Matthew 22:37-38
•Realizing that God is deserving of your full and entire affection, you will therefore guard your 
heart so that nothing will be more important to you than pleasing the one who gave His infinite 
and utmost for you.

Love Your Neighbor Matthew 22:39-40
•Demonstrating your love for God by honoring man who is made in His image.

Watch for His Return Matthew 24:42-44
•Keeping your attention upon the fact that there will be a literal return of the resurrected Jesus 
and that your stewardship of influence and blessing will be evaluated to determine your reward.

Take, Eat, Drink Matthew 26:26-27
•Identifying the bread and the wine with his body (about to be broken in death) and his blood 
(about to be spilt on the cross), and inviting his followers to share it and find in it the gift of 
forgiveness of sins, of new life, of God’s kingdom.

Watch and Pray Matthew 26:41
•Understanding that your spirit may be willing but your natural man is weakened under the 
downward pull of the earth, flesh and temptation augmented by the devil. Therefore you will be 
diligent to experience Gods power to deliver you from evil by drawing nearer to Him daily and 
especially at the very time you feel weak and susceptible to temptation. 

Teach all Nations and making Disciples Matthew 28:19
•Remembering that you are called to not only feed the flock where you live but to teach other 
nations the truths that can bring the blessing of Christ’s commandments to them. Believing that 
you can play a part in making disciples of nations. You can serve leaders of nations by healing 
their national sickness much like a believer heals an individual’s sickness, and like Joseph or 
Daniel, serve your way into a place of influence.

Baptizing them Matthew 28:19
• Remembering that the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus is something you experience 
fully the moment you were born into the kingdom and that this experience of a new beginning is 
manifest in waters of baptism.
• Realizing the message of forgiveness and reconciliation can touch entire nations.



Excerpts selected from 50 Commands of Christ, Lance Wallnau 


