
Matthew 27:32-61 CONNECT THE THOUGHTS

We cannot reduce the cross to either an abstract idea of ‘atonement’, or to a set 
of ‘bare historical facts.’ Instead, the cross itself summons us to rethink and 
remake the whole fact and idea of knowledge itself, belief itself, life itself. Here 
we are unmade; here we are remade. (NT Wright - The Crown and the Fire, 54.) 

The King on a Cross
32 Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. 
Him they compelled to bear His cross. 

Cyrene was located in modern day Libya. Cyrene was a Greek colony, also had 
a Jewish community where 100,000 Judean Jews had been forced to settle 
during the reign of Ptolemy Soter (323–285 BC).

The soldiers use their ‘right’ under Roman law to compel someone to carry a 
burden for them.
Matthew 5:41 -  And if anyone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.

According to Mark 15:21 The soldiers forced Simon of Cyrene, the father of 
Alexander and Rufus, who was coming in from the country.  His two sons were 
well-known members of the church. It seems likely that this humiliation (carrying 
the cross) resulted in Simon’s conversion as well as his family.

33 And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say, Place 
of a Skull, 

The Gospel writers call the place where Jesus was crucified Golgotha—an 
Aramaic word meaning “the skull.” The Latin word for the Greek term κρανίον 
(kranion) is calvaria, from which the English word “Calvary” is derived.

Crucifixion took place outside of Jerusalem. The Romans selected conspicuous 
places by major highways for their public executions. The crucifixion probably 
took place on a hill, because it was visible at a distance. This would serve as a 
warning to others, "don't mess with Roman."



34 they gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He had 
tasted it, He would not drink.

Gall -chole (Matthew 27:34), "They gave him wine to drink mingled with gall"; this 
is clearly a reference to the Septuagint version of Psalm 69:21: "They gave me 
also gall (chole, Hebrew rosh) for my food; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar 
to drink." In Mark 15:23, it says, "wine mingled with myrrh." It is well known that 
the Romans gave wine with frankincense to criminals before their execution to 
alleviate their sufferings; here the chole or bitter substance used was myrrh (Pliny 
Ep. xx0.18; Sen. Ep. 83).

35 Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet:

“They divided My garments among them,
And for My clothing they cast lots.”

Psalm 22:18 
Unlike the modest aesthetic of paintings and crucifixes, the fact is men were 
crucified naked, the Romans stripped Jesus and crucified him naked.  Perhaps 
that is why the author of Hebrews notes that "For the joy set before Him He 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God." 

For the Jews crucifixion was a matter of shame, the crude humiliation of indecent 
pagan humor, a double shame as the Romans mocked the Jews' circumcision, 
the "sign of the covenant" with their God. As if to say, "How is being God's people 
working out for you, now?"

The cross exposed the insufficiency of the old Mosaic Covenant, but also 
demonstrated to New Covenant.

My dear brothers and sisters, we were that joy that was set before Him. We are 
are why Jesus endure the the cross, despising the shame. But take heart, for He 
now sits at the right hand of the throne of God.

36 Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there. 

No doubt to prevent disciples and followers from stealing the body off the cross.



37 And they put up over His head the accusation written against Him:
THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.

This accusation, thought probably mean by Pilate to be satirical, is in fact a 
judgement against Israel and the rest of humanity who would usurp God's rightful 
rule a King.  
In an excellent book by Scott McKnight, Kingdom Conspiracy - McKnight 
describes the "A-B-A" story of the Kingdom that emphasizes God as King and 
human sin as our attempt to usurp the rule of God. So from Adam and Eve who 
decided they wanted to rule "like God" instead of "under God" to the people of 
Israel wanting a "king like the other nations" (1Samuel 8:7-9) where God tells 
Samuel, "They have rejected me as their king." And here again, Israel has 
rejected God as king. All sin can be summed up as our rejection of God's rule 
and reign. Jesus cannot become our Savior, until He first becomes our Lord. 

"Jesus is dying the death of the nationalist rebel, the death he had predicted for 
the nation [in Matthew 24], though he alone was utterly innocent of that rebellion 
against God, or against Rome, which was the reason for the imminent judgment." 
(NT Wright - The Crown and the Fire, 37.) 

He was executed on a public highway, on a day when perhaps hundreds of 
people were traveling. The fact that His indictment was written in three languages
—Greek, Hebrew, and Latin—indicates that a cosmopolitan crowd passed by 
Golgotha. (The Wiersbe Bible Commentary, Warren W. Wiersbe, 2007, page 83) 

38 Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and another 
on the left.

More likely a brigand or insurrectionist - the romans would not have crucified a 
mere robber.

39 And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads 

This in itself was humiliating, the passers-by could stare and shout bitter mockery 
at the victims. 
40 and saying, “You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save 
Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”

Remember Matthew 3:16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up 
immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and 



He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And 
suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased.”

41 Likewise the chief priests also, mocking with the scribes and elders, 
said, 42 “He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the King of 
Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him.

Remember Matthew 4:1-3 - Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And when He had fasted forty days and 
forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he 
said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”

43 He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He 
said, ‘I am the Son of God.’”

44 Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same 
thing.

Jesus Dies on the Cross
45 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all 
the land. 

Jesus was crucified at 9a.m. until noon, He hung in the light.  At noon, a 
miraculous darkness covered the land that lasted for 3 hours. It was during the 
time of darkness that Jesus had been made sin for us   (2 Corinthians 5:21). He 
had been forsaken by the Father! The darkness appears to be a symbol of the 
judgment that He endured when He was “made a curse” for us (Galatians 3:13). 
Psalm 22:2 suggests a period of light a period of darkness. (The Wiersbe Bible 
Commentary, Warren W. Wiersbe, 2007, page 83).

46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, 
Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?”

Jesus was quoting from Psalm 22, and that his words meant, ‘My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?’ or, ‘why did you abandon me?’ But some of the 
bystanders didn’t hear it properly, or perhaps didn’t understand the dialect or 



accent in which Jesus spoke, with his voice coming out of his unimaginable 
physical agony.  (NT Wright - The Crown and the Fire, 41.) 

He was wounded for our transgressions, not his own; bruised for our iniquities, 
not his own. Upon Him was the punishment that brought us peace; with His 
stripes we were being healed. We were lost sheep without a shepherd: and the 
Lord laid on Him the iniquity of us all. And Jesus, in that hour, experienced the 
darkness and the horror of our sin and separation from God.

 In identifying totally with the sin of the world, He became cut off from the 
presence of God. At the very moment when he was most fully embodying the 
love of God, he found himself totally separated from the love of God, the love 
which He had known in precious intimacy ever since childhood.   (NT Wright - The 
Crown and the Fire, 45.)

47 Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, “This Man is 
calling for Elijah!” 

48 Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine 
and put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink.
49 The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come to save Him.”

A typical 1st Century Jew with Messianic expectations would have expected the 
coming of Elijah. Malachi 4:5 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before 
that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.” The Jews would hope that Elijah 
might call down fire upon the Romans like he had done to the prophets of Baal.

50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His spirit.
51 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; 
and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, 

Kriah is the hebrew word for "tearing". The Greek word used in the text is διαρήσσω (diarēssō).
"According to the Torah, one of the essential elements of mourning is the performance of the 
Kriah, the rending of the outer garments by the mourners. It is designed to arouse within the 
mourner and all those present the ability to express their grief, and creates an "opening" for the 
person to release the feelings of his heart." 

Perhaps this was how God the Father expressed His grief and horror at the blasphemy of the 
world for crucifying His innocent Son. The opening in the curtain releasing not only His grief, but 
also His love for the world for which He gave His only begotten Son. It was by the passion of the 
Christ and the passion of His Father that we can now enter the Holy of Holies. 



52 and the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of the graves after His 
resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many.

54 So when the centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, 
saw the earthquake and the things that had happened, they feared greatly, 
saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

This seismic event along with the darkness caused even these hardened 
soldiers, who had likely crucified dozens of Jews to conclude that this man was 
truly the Son of God.
 
55 And many women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, 
were there looking on from afar, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.

57 Now when evening had come, there came a rich man from Arimathea, 
named Joseph, who himself had also become a disciple of Jesus. 

58 This man went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
commanded the body to be given to him. 59 When Joseph had taken the 
body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 and laid it in his new tomb 
which he had hewn out of the rock; and he rolled a large stone against the 
door of the tomb, and departed. 61 And Mary Magdalene was there, and the 
other Mary, sitting opposite the tomb.


