
Matthew 26:57-75 CONNECT THE THOUGHTS

Background from John 11:45-53
After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead...
Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. Then the 
chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin.

“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. If we let 
him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take away 
both our temple and our nation.”

Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know 
nothing at all! You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people than that 
the whole nation perish.”

He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die 
for the Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of God, to 
bring them together and make them one. So from that day on they plotted to take his life.

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin
Matthew 26
57 Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the 
teachers of the law and the elders had assembled. 

58 But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the courtyard of the high priest. He 
entered and sat down with the guards to see the outcome.

59 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against 
Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60 But they did not find any, though many 
false witnesses came forward.

One witness is not enough to convict anyone accused of any crime or offense they may have 
committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses. 
(Deuteronomy 19:15)

Finally two came forward 61 and declared, “This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the 
temple of God and rebuild it in three days.’”

The falsity of this testimony is threefold: 
(1) Jesus predicted that the whole temple complex, not just the sanctuary proper, would be torn 

down—but didn’t say he could or would tear it down (24:2); 
(2)  He said he’d be raised on the third day after being killed—but he didn’t say he could build 

the torn-down temple in three days (16:21; 17:23; 20:19); and 
(3) He predicted to his disciples in private the destruction of the temple and his being raised on 

the third day—but then the two non-disciples who reported highly distorted versions of these 
predictions couldn’t have been the witnesses that they pretended to be.



Ironically, this very charge against Jesus that leads to His crucifixion is exactly how He would be 
vindicated through the resurrection.

62 Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What 
is this testimony that these men are bringing against you?” 63 But Jesus remained 
silent.

The Lord speaking through the prophet Isaiah predicted:
He was oppressed and afflicted,
    yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
    and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth. (Isaiah 53:7)

The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living God: Tell us if you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God.”

64 “You have said so,” Jesus replied. “But I say to all of you: From now on you will see 
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of 
heaven.”

65 Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “He has spoken blasphemy! Why do we 
need any more witnesses? Look, now you have heard the blasphemy. 66 What do you 
think?”

Kriah is the hebrew word for "tearing". The Greek word used in the text is διαρήσσω (diarēssō).
"According to the Torah, one of the essential elements of mourning is the performance of the 
Kriah, the rending of the outer garments by the mourners. It is designed to arouse within the 
mourner and all those present the ability to express their grief, and creates an "opening" for the 
person to release the feelings of his heart." 

In Matthew 27:50-51 we are told, "When Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up 
his spirit.  At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, the rocks split." 

Perhaps this was how God the Father expressed His grief and horror at the blasphemy of the 
world for crucifying His innocent Son. The opening in the curtain releasing not only His grief, but 
also His love for the world for which He gave His only begotten Son. It was by the passion of the 
Christ and the passion of His Father that we can now enter the Holy of Holies. 

“He is worthy of death,” they answered.

67 Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others slapped him 68 and 
said, “Prophesy to us, Messiah. Who hit you?”

I gave My back to those who struck Me,



And My cheeks to those who plucked out the beard;
I did not hide My face from shame and spitting.
Isaiah 50:6 

Peter Disowns Jesus

Peter has come because he’s loyal; but he had never understood more than half of what Jesus 
was saying, and it’s the half he hasn’t understood that is going to let him down now. He is cold 
and tired, drained of the sudden rush of energy in the garden. He must know that if the guards 
realized he’d not only been there, but had maimed one of the high priest’s servants with that 
senseless swish of his sword, then Jesus might well have the company of his senior associate 
as he went to meet his fate—something Jesus was at pains to avoid. But all these thoughts 
come together and produce fear, panic, lies and disloyalty. (NT Wright - John For Everyone -
Part 2)

Sometimes sitting comfortably in our Christian armchairs we might be tempted to judge Peter 
harshly for his fear and denial. We forget that the Holy Spirit did not come upon the disciples 
until Pentecost. What difference can the Holy Spirit make in a man's life? Read Acts 2:14-41. 

69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also 
were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said.

There is an interesting event recorded in John 7:50-52, Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus by 
night, being one of them) said to them [Chief Priests and Pharisees],  “Does our law judge a 
man before it hears him and knows what he is doing?”
They answered and said to him, “Are you also from Galilee? Search and look, for no prophet 
has arisen out of Galilee.”

70 But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said.

71 Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw him and said to the 
people there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.”

72 He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!”

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one 
of them; your accent gives you away.”

74 Then he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!”

Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: 
“Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and 
wept bitterly.

The Greek word use in verse 75 translated disown is ἀπαρνήσῃ aparnēsē which means to 
deny or reject, grammatically it is a verb in the future, middle, indicative, second person, 
singular. The Greek indicative mood is a statement of fact or an actual occurrence from the 
writer's or speaker's perspective.



Does Jesus forgive Peter for disowning Him?
One might ask, "What about Matthew 10:33?" Jesus said, "But whoever disowns me before 
others, I will disown before my Father in heaven."

The clue is in the Greek grammar, verse 33 is in the aorist, middle, subjunctive, third person 
singular form, this is important because it infers that the the reality remains contingent upon 
future developments. The implication is then that if a person continues to disown Jesus through 
out their life without a change of heart, then Jesus will disown that person before His Father in 
heaven at the judgment. But that was not Peter's case, his future developments included 
repentance, forgiveness and restoration.

Notice in the Restoration of Peter found in John 21:15-19, Jesus asks Peter 3 times, "Do you 
love me?" I find this question to be interesting since I would have expected Jesus to ask, "Do 
you know Me?" Since Peter denied knowing Jesus this would seem like the logical question. 

Footnotes:
Matthew 26:64 See Psalm 110:1; Daniel 7:13.:


