
Passover, the great festival of freedom, is coming. For the chief priests, the festival simply 
means a bad time for political assassinations. For Jesus, it’s the time of freedom, the time when 
God will do what he did when he brought the children of Israel out of Egypt. It’s the moment 
when the covenant will be renewed, when sins will be forgiven, when God will make a way 
through the Red Sea, when liberty is bought through the death of the firstborn …

Matthew 26 
1 When Jesus had finished saying all these things, he said to his disciples, 

“All these words” refers to the lengthy, just-finished discourse in chapters 23–25; and the whole 
clause, “when Jesus had finished [speaking] all these words,” echoes Deuteronomy 32:45: “And 
Moses finished speaking all these words.” So Matthew’s portrayal of Jesus as the new and 
greater Moses crops up again. 

2 “As you know, the Passover is two days away—and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to be crucified.”

The present tense in “is taking place” and “is being given over” portrays the Passover and the 
Son of Man’s delivery to crucifixion as so soon and sure to fulfill his earlier predictions that 
they’re as good as happening right now.

3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of 
the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 

Before Christ and during the time of Nehemiah, the high priest resided on the western 
side of the temple court area. During the time of the Maccabees the high priest resided 
at the Asmonaean Palace. Josephus makes mention that during the time of Jesus in 
first century Jerusalem, the house of Ananias stood near the Palace of the 
Asmonaeans, on the eastern part of the Upper City.

Josephus relates that "Joseph who was also called Caiaphas" was made high priest by 
the Procurator Valerius Gratus (18 A.D.) and that he was removed by the Procurator 
Vitellius (36 A.D.). His successor was "Jonathan the son of Ananus," (Annas of the NT) 
(Antiq. XVIII. ii. 2; iv. 3) . 

4 and they schemed to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 

“Then” means that at the very time Jesus mentions his being given over to be crucified, 
Jewish authorities are setting in motion the events that will fulfill his passion predictions.

Compare Exodus 21:14; Psalms 2:2; 31:13

5 “But not during the festival,” they said, “or there may be a riot among the 
people.”

6 While Jesus was in Bethany in the home of Simon the Leper, 



"While" does not necessary mean that this event was immediately sequential. John 12:1 
identifies the day a 6 days prior to the Passover, prior to Jesus' triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. I think Matthew uses "while" to reference back to a prior event to purposely 
set the woman's devotion in stark contrast to Judas' betrayal.

Some scholars believe that Simon was once a leper whom Jesus healed (Brooks, Mark, 
221). These scholars argue that Simon could not have had leprosy at the time of Jesus’ 
visit since lepers were considered unclean and could not live in houses. According to 
Leviticus 13:46, the leper “shall remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is 
unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the camp” (Lev 13:46 ESV). If 
he had leprosy at the time of this dinner, then all those in attendance would have been 
rendered unclean as well.

7 a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume, which 
she poured on his head as he was reclining at the table.

In John's account of this event in John 12-1:8, he identifies the woman as Mary the 
sister of Martha and Lazarus.

1 Samuel 16:12 - The Prophet Samuel anoints David to be the future king.
Exodus 29:7 - Aaron and his sons were anointed as Priests. 

8 When the disciples saw this, they were indignant. “Why this waste?” they 
asked. 9 “This perfume could have been sold at a high price and the money given 
to the poor.”

John narrative estimates the value of the perfume at a years wages.

10 Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She 
has done a beautiful thing to me. 11 The poor you will always have with you, but 
you will not always have me. 12 When she poured this perfume on my body, she 
did it to prepare me for burial. 13 Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is preached 
throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her.”

14 Then one of the Twelve—the one called Judas Iscariot—went to the chief 
priests 

“Then” associates Judas’s going to the chief priests with the woman’s pouring 
expensive perfume on Jesus’ head to prepare his body for burial. Ironically, Judas’s 
treacherous action contributes to the outworking of the woman’s good deed. 

“Called Judas Iscariot” puts him in parallel and company with the high priest “called 
Caiaphas” (26:3)



15 and asked, “What are you willing to give me if I deliver him over to you?” So 
they counted out for him thirty pieces of silver. 

According to Exodus 21:32, thirty shekels of silver were the value of a slave. So to 
betray Jesus, the Lord who is “God with us” (1:23), Judas accepts the price of a slave. 

16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over.

The word "watched for" is the Greek word  ζητέω zēteō seek; look for; desire, try to 
find; seek information; desire; demand; try to obtain; try. It is the same word Matthew 
uses to quote Jesus, "Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness."

It is also the word that Jesus uses in John 1:38, Jesus turned and saw them following 
and said to them, “What are you seeking?” That is good question for every Christian to 
take some time to consider. "What do you want? Why are you following Jesus?
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