
Connect The Thoughts

Parable Key
King - God 
Son - Jesus
Servants - Prophets
1st Group of Wedding Guests those who had been invited, but refused to attend - 
Israel’s leaders, and the many people who followed them
2nd Group of Wedding Guests - These are the tax-collectors, the prostitutes, the riff-
raff, the nobodies, the blind and lame, the people who thought they’d been forgotten 
Wedding Banquet - The Kingdom

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet
22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 

Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees 
fast, but your disciples do not fast?” [And Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding 
guests mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? The days will come when 
the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. (Matthew 
9:14-15)

3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell 
them to come, but they refused to come.

In the ancient world, especially in the ancient Jewish world,  if the king himself 
had invited you to the wedding of his son … it would be an incredible honor and 
you would be planning for months what to wear, what gift to bring, how to make 
sure everything was right on the day.

44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I 
will raise them up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be 
taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from him comes 
to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he 
has seen the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 
(John 6:44-47)

RSVP is an acronym derived from the French phrase Répondez s'il vous plaît, 
literally "Reply if you please" or "Please reply".



The high society of England adopted French etiquette in the late 18th century, 
and the writings of Emily Post aim to offer a standard no more stringent than that 
tradition. According to Emily Post, "Anyone receiving an invitation with an 
R.S.V.P. on it is obliged to reply....", to breach this standard was "inexcusably 
rude".

But to refuse king’s invitation is rebellion and a personal affront.

4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been 
invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have 
been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’

The king humbly condescends himself by essentially saying, "if you won't come 
to show to love, respect, and honor for my son and me, then at least come to 
enjoy the luxurious benefits.

5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his 
business. 

Every day the Holy Spirit comes along side 

6 The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 

The remaining invitees do even worse by seizing, manhandling, and killing the 
king’s slaves, just as the Jewish authorities did to Old Testament prophets and 
will yet to do those who proclaim the the kingdom of God.

7 The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city.

In 70 AD, Roman General Titus besieged and captured Jerusalem, and 
destroyed the city and the Second Temple. 

"...the Jews let out a shout of dismay that matched the tragedy."

Our only first-hand account of the Roman assault on the Temple comes from the 
Jewish historian Josephus Flavius. Josephus was a former leader of the Jewish 
Revolt who had surrendered to the Romans and had won favor from Vespasian. 
In gratitude, Josephus took on Vespasian's family name - Flavius - as his own. 



We join his account as the Romans fight their way into the inner sanctum of the 
Temple:

"...the rebels shortly after attacked the Romans again, and a clash followed 
between the guards of the sanctuary and the troops who were putting out the fire 
inside the inner court; the latter routed the Jews and followed in hot pursuit right 
up to the Temple itself. Then one of the soldiers, without awaiting any orders and 
with no dread of so momentous a deed, but urged on by some supernatural 
force, snatched a blazing piece of wood and, climbing on another soldier's back, 
hurled the flaming brand through a low golden window that gave access, on the 
north side, to the rooms that surrounded the sanctuary. As the flames shot up, 
the Jews let out a shout of dismay that matched the tragedy; they flocked to the 
rescue, with no thought of sparing their lives or husbanding their strength; for the 
sacred structure that they had constantly guarded with such devotion was 
vanishing before their very eyes.

8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I 
invited did not deserve to come. 

9 So go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age." (Matthew 28:19-20)

10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people 
they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the wedding hall was filled 
with guests.

In they come, ‘good and bad’ alike, there are echoes here of the ‘good and bad’ 
fish found in the Great Net of  Matthew 13:48.

The king has now invited the whole world to the wedding party originally planned 
for Israel.

11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there 
who was not wearing wedding clothes. 

The surprise shown by the king at finding one of the guests without a suitable 
garment, when it could not be expected that people who had thus been suddenly 



called, and from poorer classes too, would furnish themselves with festive 
apparel, is an indication that the bounty of the king had provided a supply for the 
guests from his own wardrobe. The beauty of the parable, as well as its deep 
spiritual significance, is more clearly seen in the fact that beggars are 
represented as clothed in garments of royalty. Although there is no direct 
evidence to show that it was customary to furnish wedding guests with robes, the 
intimation is clearly made in the parable. Historically, there have been other 
accounts of such kingly generosity. (The Manners and Customs of the Bible)

2 Peter 1:3-9 tells us how we can be sure that we are appropriately clothed for 
the kingdom. 

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our 
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these 
he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you 
may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world 
caused by evil desires.

5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 
goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, 
perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual 
affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in 
increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in 
your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is 
nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past 
sins.

12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here without wedding clothes, friend?’ 
The man was speechless.

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed 
me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 
headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. (Isaiah 61:10)

Put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt 
through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to 
put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and 
holiness. (Ephesians 4:22-24)



Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not 
in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, 
clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to 
gratify the desires of the flesh. (Romans 13:13-14)

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who 
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. (Galatians 
3:26-27)

Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their 
garments, and they will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. (Revelation 
3:4)

Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 
come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself 
with fine linen, bright and pure”— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 
saints. (Revelation 19:7-9)

Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the 
tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. (Revelation 22:14)

13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw 
him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.’

14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”

The lesson of the parable is that when someone is called by God, that person 
has a responsibility to respond to the calling and make spiritual changes in his or 
her life.

Just because God’s has invited everyone, Jews and Gentiles alike that doesn’t 
mean that once they have accepted the invitation they can carry on as though it 
wasn’t God’s wedding party. God’s generous call must be matched by our 
wholehearted response.

The parable of the Wedding is not the only such warning that Jesus provides on 
this subject, remember Matthew 7:21-23?
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will 



say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your 
name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will 
tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’  

Matthew quotes Jesus, “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” He uses the 
Greek words below to distinguish between "called" and "chosen."

Interestingly John in Revelation 17:14, describing an event that contains Jesus 
as the Lamb who "is the Lord of lords and King of kings - and with him will be his 
called, chosen and faithful followers.”

John uses the same two words (called and chosen), but also adds the word 
"faithful." I don't believe that John is referring to three separate sub-groups, but a 
single group of followers who reflect all three of those attributes.

Notice, that in the list of Greek words below, the word that we use of "church" is 
ἐκκλησίαν ekklēsian church (noun, accusative, singular, feminine), it is derived 
from the same root as called, so the church are the "called or invited ones."

κλητοὶ klētoi called
adjective, nominative, plural, masculine

ἐκλεκτοί eklektoi chosen; elect
adjective, nominative, plural, masculine

πιστοί pistoi faithful; reliable; believing
adjective, nominative, plural, feminine

It would appear from scripture that being called is not enough. We must respond 
to that calling (invitation). Positive action is required! To be chosen, a person 
must accept his or her calling, be grateful for it and move forward in serving God 
and His Son.

But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the 
Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, to which He called you by our 
gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions you were taught, whether by word or 
our epistle” (2 Thessalonians 2:13-15).



The apostle Paul clearly states the combined decision by God to both call and 
choose His people, but the brethren (saints) were to hold fast to what they were 
taught, whether it came from God’s Word or from sermons. They had to become 
and remain obedient to God.

The apostle Peter specifically reminded the brethren to be diligent in their calling: 
“Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election 
sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be 
supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1:10-11).

As Peter implied, one’s calling must not be neglected. Since the called and 
chosen have “exceedingly great and precious promises” (verse 4), it is “for this 
very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, … knowledge, … self-
control, … perseverance, … godliness, … brotherly kindness, … love” (2 Peter 
1:5-7).

Peter continued, “For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ” (verse 8).

But how do we remain obedient?
Paul wrote: “God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Corinthians 1:9). We are called into the “fellowship 
of His Son,” which indicates a relationship with Him. 

Jesus said,“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he 
will give you another advocate [Holy Spirit] to help you and be with you 
forever." (John 14:15-16)


